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Background 
The Twentieth Meeting of the Monitoring and Assessment Group (HELCOM MONAS 20/2014) will be 

convened at the premises of Norwegian Meteorological Institute (Henrik Mohns Plass 1, 0313 Oslo) in Oslo, 

Norway. 

The Meeting will start on Tuesday, 8 April 2014 at 9:00 am with a meeting of the Heads of Delegation, and 

the first plenary session will start at 10:00 am. The Meeting is expected to terminate by 16:00 pm on 

Thursday 10 April 2014.  

HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 is expected to focus on revision of the HELCOM monitoring programmes, 

development and operationalization of core indicators and planning of the execution of a second holistic 

assessment. Contracting Parties are invited to encourage their relevant national experts to participate in 

the thematic sessions on marine litter and underwater noise which will be held on Wednesday 9 April 

2014. 

The Meeting will be chaired by HELCOM MONAS Chair Ms. Anna-Stiina Heiskanen, Finland, and Chair of 

HELCOM LOAD, Vice-Chair of HELCOM MONAS Mr. Lars M. Svendsen, Denmark. 

Meeting documents for HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 will be submitted by the Secretariat via the HELCOM 

Meeting Portal. The Secretariat has prepared a document template and recommends using the template 

when submitting documents to the Secretariat. 

The Secretariat kindly requests the Contracting Parties and Observers to observe the deadlines for 

submission of documents to a HELCOM meeting. The basic documents and documents requiring action or a 

decision to the Meeting should be submitted in electronic form to Professional Secretary, Ms. Ulla Li 

Zweifel (UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi) by 17 March 2014. Bulky documents should include abstracts embodying 

the essence of the proposals and action requested from the meeting. Documents containing comments to 

the basic documents as well as information documents should be provided to the Secretariat by 1 April 

2014. 

Meeting documents for HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 will be submitted by the Secretariat via the new 

HELCOM Meeting Portal (further details to be provided later).  
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Provisional annotated agenda 

 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 
The Provisional Agenda (document 1-1) is based on the Minutes from the nineteenth meeting of the 

Monitoring and Assessment Group, as well as on consultations between the Chair of HELCOM MONAS and 

the Secretariat. 

The Meeting is invited to adopt the Agenda. 

 

Agenda Item 2 Streamlining of HELCOM and information by the Secretariat  
The Secretariat will inform of the HELCOM Jubilee Session on the occasion of the 40th Anniversary of the 

Signing of the 1974 Helsinki Convention, held in Helsinki, Finland, on 5 March 2014. 

The outcome of the annual Commission meeting (HELCOM 35/2014, 5-6 March 2014) will be submitted to 

the Meeting at a later stage.   

Further, HELCOM 35-2014 endorsed the directions and solutions for streamlining HELCOM activities, 

including steps for improving the workflow in HELCOM and procedures for establishing priorities in 

HELCOM (document to be submitted later).  

The Meeting is especially invited to take note of the information, as well as consider the HELCOM 

streamlining process and the implications and implementation needs with regard to HELCOM MONAS. 

The Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach has been endorsed by HELCOM 35-2014 

(document to be submitted later). The Meeting is invited to take note of the document and consider it in 

the planning of deliverables related to monitoring and assessment activities. 

Extracts from the minutes of HELCOM Meetings with relevance for HELCOM MONAS (document to be 

submitted later) are submitted as information to the Meeting.  

In addition, the Meeting will be informed of outcome of HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 (26-27 March 2014 in 

Berlin, Germany) of relevance to the work of HELCOM MONAS.  

 

Agenda Item 3 Information by the Contracting Parties and Observer Organizations 
The Contracting Parties and the Observer Organisations to HELCOM MONAS are invited to provide 

information of relevance to the Meeting, e.g. the status of MSFD Article 11 reporting on monitoring 

programmes. Oral information, which is to be reflected in the Minutes, needs to be summarized in a brief 

written text. Material provided only as information during the Meeting will be displayed and made 

available without coding. 

The EC is invited to inform about any developments within the EU that are of relevance for the work of 

HELCOM MONAS, especially related to the scientific-technical aspects of the implementation of the Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive. 

 

Agenda Item 4 Marine monitoring, quality assurance and data 
Revision of HELCOM monitoring – HELCOM MORE 

MONAS 19/2013 took note of the plans of MORE to develop a joint documentation in the form of an 

electronic HELCOM Monitoring Manual which will provide information on monitoring activities of HELCOM, 
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and support national reporting of those Contracting Parties that are EU members. The Manual is planned to 

be ready by 15 July 2014. 

MORE 8/2014 met on 13-14 January, Berlin, Germany. The Meeting decided on a structure for the Manual 

based on monitoring programmes, programme topics and sub-programmes. A template has been 

developed to be used when providing information on monitoring for the different programme topics and 

information is being filled in by participants of MORE, CORESET, BALSAM, ICES (though participation in 

BALSAM) and ZEN QAI, PEG and FISH-PRO II. The information gathered in the Monitoring Manual will form 

the basis for the next step of the MORE work programme; the development of a coordinated monitoring 

programme.  

The Secretariat will inform on the progress of MORE (document to be submitted later). 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information, decide on an intersessional review process of the 

Monitoring Manual by MONAS, and guide how the development of coordinated monitoring programmes 

should be organized.  

Testing new concepts for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea - HELCOM BALSAM  

The EU-funded HELCCOM project BALSAM is working on the production of its first deliverable; a catalogue 

of monitoring activities in the Baltic Sea that will be submitted to the European Commission and available 

for HELCOM by end of May 2014. The Meeting will be informed on ongoing work of the project (document 

to be submitted at a later stage).  

MONAS 19/2013 discussed the importance of ensuring synergies with BALSAM and other HELCOM 

activities. Links to and collaboration with other projects, in particular MORE, CORESET II, and EUTRO-OPER 

have been outlined in a meeting document to HELCOM 35/2014 (document 4/8).  

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information.  

 

Agenda Item 5 Progress with development and operationalization of core 

indicators 
Development of the core set of HELCOM indicators– HELCOM CORESET II 

CORESET II held its kick-off meeting on 15-16 January in Berlin, Germany, back-to-back to MORE 8/2014. 

The meeting added proposed indicators for marine litter, noise and oil spills to the list of CORESET 

candidate indicators. A working structure based on Task Managers in Lead or Assisting has been established 

in accordance to guidance from GEAR. Not all indicators have been assigned task managers. A work plan 

has been established to develop operational indicators by early 2015 in order to have agreed core indicator 

reports ready by mid-2015 according to the project plan. 

The Secretariat will inform on the progress of CORESET II and work plans for indicator development 

(document to be submitted later). 

The Meeting is invited to note the progress of the CORESET II project, and discuss and agree how to 

proceed with the scientific-technical aspects of the project. 

 

Operationalization of HELCOM eutrophication assessments– HELCOM EUTRO-OPER 

HELCOM EUTRO-OPER will hold its kick-off meeting 23-24 March in Helsinki, Finland. The Project Manager 

of EUTRO-OPER will present the outcome of the kick-off meeting and a detailed project plan for 

implementation of the project (document to be submitted at a later stage). 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79413&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55599.pdf
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The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and discuss and advise the scientific-technical 

aspects of the project. 

The Chair of HELCOM LOAD is invited to inform the Meeting of progress with development of a core 

pressure indicator on nutrient inputs. 

Thematic session on marine litter 

MONAS 19/2013 agreed to initiate an intersessional activity on marine litter, led by Ms Stefanie Werner, 

and to devote a thematic session at MONAS 20/2014 to marine litter based on preparations by and 

material from the intersessional activity. The overall aim of the session is further develop indicators and 

monitoring and to establish a knowledge base for monitoring and assessment, identifying further research 

needs, and coordinating monitoring at the regional level.  

HELCOM 35-2014 decided on the HELCOM work arrangement for the development of the Regional Action 

Plan for Marine Litter by 2015 (cf. HELCOM 35-2014, document 4-14). The MONAS session is expected to 

provide an input to the development of the Action Plan.  

A background document for the session is being prepared by Germany and the Secretariat and will be 
submitted at a later stage.  
 

Thematic session on noise 

MONAS 19/2013 agreed to initiate intersessional activity on noise, led by the BIAS project contact person, 

Jukka Pajala, and to devote a thematic session at MONAS 20/2014 to underwater noise based on 

preparations by and material from the intersessional activity. The thematic session will focus on the 

development of indicators for noise, the soundmap that is being produced in the BIAS project, and 

potential measures to reduce the disturbance of sound on the ecosystem. 

 

Agenda Item 6 Assessments 
Eutrophication assessment 

The concise thematic assessment of eutrophication in the Baltic Sea 2007-2011, prepared for the HELCOM 

2013 Ministerial Meeting, has been revised and published in the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings (BSEP) 

series on the HELCOM website (BSEP 143).   

The Meeting is invited to take note of the assessment. 

Inputs of nutrients and hazardous substances 

The Chair of the expert group on follow-up of national progress towards reaching BSAP nutrient reduction 

targets (HELCOM LOAD) will briefly inform of the outcome of the last meeting of the group (document to 

be submitted at a later stage) and progress with the following activities and projects: 

− Conclusions from the thematic session on atmospheric inputs during HELCOM LOAD 7/2014 

− Development of a core pressure indicator on nutrient inputs 

− Development of a follow-up system for assessing progress towards fulfillment of the revised 

country-wise allocation of nutrient reductions agreed on at the 2013 Copenhagen Ministerial 

Meeting 

− Review of the Fifth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation for the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

(PLC-5.5) 

− Sixth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-6) 

− Modernization of the HELCOM Pollution Load Compilation database (HELCOM PLUS). 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=18971&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55705.pdf
http://helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/BSEP143.pdf
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The Meeting is invited to take note of the information, resolve any open issues addressed to MONAS, as 

well as plan and agree how to arrange the work on monitoring and assessment.  

HOLAS II 

MONAS 19/2013 prepared initial ideas on a project plan and a draft outline of the contents of a second 

holistic assessment and mandated the Secretariat to prepare a draft project proposal to be forwarded for 

further discussion to HELCOM GEAR 6/2014 (document to be submitted at a later stage). 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcome of HELCOM GEAR, and further plan the execution of a 

second holistic assessment as needed. 

 

Agenda Item 7 Any other business 
Revised Guidelines for dredged material management at sea will be submitted (document to be submitted 

at a later stage). The Meeting is invited to endorse the guidelines and recommend their adoption by 

HELCOM Heads of Delegation. 

Contracting Parties and Observer Organisations might wish to discuss any other business related to the 

mandate of HELCOM MONAS. 

Contracting Parties are invited to check and update the List of Contact, Observer and Consultant Addresses 

of HELCOM MONAS (document to be submitted later). 

The 21st Meeting of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Group (HELCOM MONAS 21/2014) has been 

planned for 4-7 November 2014, Tallinn, Estonia. The renewed working structure of HELCOM is expected to 

be finally decided at HELCOM HOD 46-2014 (16-17 September 2014). The Meeting might wish to agree to 

keep 4-7 November reserved for a meeting, to be held according to a HOD 46-2014 decision.  

 

Agenda Item 8 Closing of the Meeting 
Draft Minutes with main decisions will be prepared by the Secretariat for consideration and approval by 

HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 at the end of the Meeting. 

The Minutes of the Meeting will be made available on the HELCOM website in the HELCOM Meeting Portal.  

 

 


